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phrase is only intended to mean that if there are germs, their nature is uniform throughout the organic world, and is merely opposed to Aristotle's division of all germs into " eggs " and " worms."
But this is not our chief concern. It is Harvey's theory of conception that is of capital importance. It occurs " per contagium aliquod " as a kind of infection, just as illnesses occur ; but in opposition to Aristotle, Harvey holds that both, father and mother play an essentially active part, that the function of the latter is not only to supply the material.
Conception, as is well known, is called " conceptio," just as the spontaneous appearance of series of thoughts is called " conception." This is completely justified : " sunt ambae immateriales " : neither of the " conceptiones " are material, in fact the uterus is in a way parallel to the brain.
It seems here as though Harvey had been led astray through a mere form of words, through the use of the word conception in two meanings without further reference to its theoretical consequences. The " aura seminalis " of later times is a true offspring of Harvey's theory of generation.
The egg which results from this process, and which is ready for development, is a singular object; it is in every respect a " medium quid," a mean, both between " principium et finis " and between the sexes, between the animate and the inanimate, and between matter and something that has in itself constructive capacity. It is not exactly a part of the mother, but lives on her through its own life as a fungus on a tree (propria sua vita). It is a " corpus naturale " but a natural body endowed